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Virtual School and Working Parents: 
Ways to Make It Work 

By Peggy Barnholt - April 9, 2020 - Articles, Learning Environment, Learning 
Support, Online Learning & Curriculum 

How to Make Working from Home and Online School 
Work 

• Plan your child’s learning schedule around your work schedule. Make 
sure the activities that require the most support and input from you are done 
during the times you’re available to help your student. Designate your 
working hours for independent reading and subjects your child has an easier 
time digesting. 

• Utilize to-do lists. Without clearly defined to-do lists, your child has a higher 
likelihood of becoming distracted or straying from his or her studies. Leave 
clear instructions for the times you are out of the house, and make sure 
assignments are completed as required. 

• Make use of planning tools. Online school planning tools can help you 
integrate your family calendar with your student’s lesson scheduler. Get your 
child used to managing the planner early. This way, your child never misses a 
chance to work with the teachers, whether it’s by attending all scheduled 
online classroom sessions or going to teachers’ virtual office hours. 

• Be flexible. There may be times when your child isn’t able to complete 
something without your support. Set aside another time to work on that 
assignment, and encourage your child to continue working on the things that 
come more easily when you are not readily available. For full-time working 
parents, evenings and weekends are usually the best times to dedicate to 
being a hands-on Learning Coach. For part-time workers, it may be 
mornings, afternoons, or evenings that work best. 
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Homework and school age children 

We have children here a-ending five different school districts.  
None of the teachers/schools are requiring the same things.  
Without specific guidance from your child’s teachers, we will 
know whether teachers are looking for process or product. Do 
they want to know that a child can provide an answer?  Or, do 
they want to know how they arrived at the answer? 
We can offer some homework assistance if your school age 
child’s teacher provides some informaDon regarding what is to 
be done and how. 

“Dreams are only the direction; life is the road. “-Atticus

 

We are essential 
workers.  Protect our 
safety (and that of our 
children) by wearing 
your mask.  Each child 
and adult entering our 
building must have their 
mouth and nose covered.
A confirmed case of 
COVID could force us to 
close for 14 days.  
Let’s stay safe and 
healthy. Please wear your 
mask.

Food Program
School-age children who are a-ending 
school virtually and who also are enrolled 
and a-ending child care during the day 
(depending upon the hours of their 
a-endance) will receive a breakfast, 
lunch and snack. 
The Illinois State Board of EducaDon ask 
that if children are eaDng at the Center 
that parents not pick up duplicate meals 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Each year we have parent teacher 
conferences in the spring and fall.  
This year because of COVID we 
were unable to have conferences.  
If because of the health crisis we 
are unable to have the conferences 
in October, we will provide you 
with written material outlining 
what we would have covered 
during the conference. 

Program Policies & Procedures
Upon enrollment each parent received a parent handbook.  
The handbook contains a summary of all of our operaDonal 
policies and procedures. If you would like another copy, stop 
in the front office.


